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Celtic music fills The Ark

By Lana Mim
Staff Writer

Celebrate the summer solstice with a Celtic show at the Ark in Ann Arbor Friday, June
16. Multi-instrumental band Finvarra's Wren will perform an evening of lively jigs, reels and
lovely songs both old and new.

Finvarra's Wren is Terence McKinney, of Madison Heights, who plays the uilleann pipes, a
quieter Irish cousin of the Scottish bagpipes. Marty Somberg of Ann Arbor plays fiddle. Jim Perkins
and his wife Cheryl Burns, of Farmington Hills, are vocalists and also play guitar, mountain
dulcimer, and bodhran.

The six piece multigenerational group will be joined by Siobhan McKinney - 14 years old and
already a two - time All Ireland Champion Irish harpist.

"We are very committed to keeping the tradition alive,” said Perkins.

"T'hat's why we grew our own band." said Burns, referring to the group's two vounger members,
Alizon Perkins, 18, who plays fiddle, tin whistle, and flute, and her younger brother, Asher Perkins,
16, who plays both button accordion and concertina.

"Irish music is very much a living tradition, and it seems fitting to make it a family passtime ...

besides, at this point we leamn all our best tunes from our kids." Perkins said.

"Finvarra's Wren has grown in popularity in the Irsh genre. The band also performs an annual

winter solstice concert each December.

"The June show will be a celebration of the summer solstice,” Perkins said, "And perhaps we'll
throw in a Dublin song or two, since we'll be playing on June 16, which is 'Bloomsday,” the day
depicted in James Joyee's famous novel Ulysses. That's two fine excuses for a party, so we intend
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